
10          DDCJOURNAL.COM       FALL 2021

Skycore Builders

PRESIDENT
Richard Santosky

LOCATION
New York, New York

Building Better 
for a Better Community

Residential construction company launches a series of mixed-use developments in New York

Skycore Builders is taking on New York with its latest construction proj-

ect, Archer Towers I. The project is just one in a pipeline of many that 

Skycore has planned for this year. 

The mixed-use Archer Towers I development will offer 605 apartments 

for households of various incomes as well as 225 below-grade parking 

spots and retail space on the ground floor. This first of two planned 

towers on the site will be 542,000 square feet with a height of 25 stories. 

The development is within walking distance to Jamaica Terminal, one 

of New York’s busiest transit hubs.
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The estimated cost of around $300 

million is only a fraction of what BRP 

Companies, the development’s own-

er, plans to spend this year on proj-

ects. Crews broke ground on Phase 1 

in April 2021, and the 450-unit Phase 

2 is currently in the design stage, with 

a tentative construction date of April 

2022.

HIGH-END UNITS WITH LOW 

PRICES

Archer Towers isn’t the typical apart-

ment complex one might find in New 

York. The interior design is luxurious, 

featuring high-end finishes, verti-

cal stack heat pumps and a floor-to-

ceiling glass façade that completely 

encompasses the building’s exte-

rior. Richard Santosky, President of 

Skycore Builders, says the company 

doesn’t distinguish between market-

rate and affordable housing units 

when it’s building.

“The project is designed as a market-

rate building,” he says. “Some of the 

units will rent for less, but their finish-

es will be the same.”

Identical units allow every household 

to experience high-end living, regard-

less of their income. But in terms of 

saving money, consistent design just 

makes more sense. By keeping the 

unit finishes consistent, Skycore can 

drive down the cost of materials and 

complete the project in a more effi-

cient manner. Archer Towers I serves 

as a testimonial to the Skycore goal of 

delivering exceptional quality within 

budget and on time.

Established in 2013 Highbury Concrete Inc. is made up of a team of 
concrete superstructure career professionals. Specializing in mid to high 
rise commercial, residential and architectural concrete projects. We work 

directly with developers, construction managers, general contractors, 
architects and engineers and take pride in understanding a clients goals 
and safely delivering a high quality project on time and within budget. 

53-19 46th Street
Maspeth, NY 11378

(718) 424-4423
lcollins@Highburyconcrete.com

www.highburyconcrete.com

101 Lincoln Ave, Bronx, NY

HIGHBURY CONCRETE INC.
We are proud, honored, and excited for our 
upcoming venture with Skycore Builders to 
build the superstructure concrete portion 
of the Archer towers project in Jamaica, 
Queens. The proven track records of both 
Skycore and Highbury will help bring this 
595,000 SF Mixed use development to life. 
All of us here at Highbury Concrete are look-
ing forward to the collaborative effort with 
the Skycore team on this our maiden project 
with them and look forward to being a part 
of their continued successes for many proj-
ects in the future. 

Yoga Room
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We looK to build hiGh-Quality, safe 
projects that make fi nancial sense for the developers, investors 
and builders and that are aff ordable to the residents.”
-Richard Santosky

Interior  Lobby

Media Room
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614 Corporate Way, #5M, Valley Cottage, NY 10989

845.268.4139  |  www.gfclighting.com

“From a construction standpoint, we take the 

Henry Ford approach,” Santosky says. “While 

we have completed many high-end projects in 

the past, our current platform isn’t structured 

to build one-off, highly unique or bespoke 

buildings. We look to build high-quality, safe 

projects that make financial sense for the de-

velopers, investors and builders and that are af-

fordable to the residents. We don’t distinguish 

between the affordable and the market-rate 

units. Everybody gets the same finishes. It’s just 

more economical to build this way. 

QUALITY IS THE TOP PRIORITY

The team at Skycore participates in a rigorous 

evaluation and pre-qualification process when 

considering contractors it hires for projects, un-

derstanding that the quality of work these con-

tractors produce directly affects the quality of 

work Skycore produces. The pre-qualification 

process ensures that subcontractors have the 

financial strength, experience and personnel 

capacity to complete the work. Additionally, 

they need to be aligned with Skycore’s commit-

ment to excellence.

GFC LIGHTING WHOLESALERS, INC.
Established in 1989, GFC Lighting Whole-
salers, Inc. has three decades of experience 
working with developers, architects, and 
lighting designers throughout the country. 
We have made a name for ourselves as a 
reliable and honest source of quality prod-
ucts. Whether you need custom fixtures or 
design consultation, we are ready to help 
you light your space through design and 
direct distribution. When you work with 
the best, you don’t just get a price. You get 
a team of people who have the experience 
to see problems ahead of time, be proactive, 
and make a project work through ingenuity 
and intelligence. At our company, we have 
extensive management experience and look 
forward to helping you stay on time and on 
budget. No matter the size of your project, 
we have the materials and the knowledge 
necessary to tackle it. We have extensive 
experience customizing fixtures and designs 
for spaces of all sizes. So, if you need a reli-
able company providing wholesale lighting , 
the easy choice is GFC Lighting Wholesal-
ers, Inc.

Pedestrian Way
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“We expect excellence in all that we do. We be-

lieve that the cost and budget are not exclusive 

of safety and quality, and while we aren’t per-

fect, we do expect the entire team to be striv-

ing for excellence in their contribution to the 

overall effort. The way to do this is to bid only 

to the best-in-class contractors in New York—

those with values that parallel with ours,” San-

tosky says. “We don’t have a bidders list with 10 

or 20 different contractors per trade. We look 

to develop relationships with a small pool of 

subcontractors who we can trust to be as pas-

sionate about their work as we are about ours. 

Our subcontractors are partners in these deals. 

If they’re not providing great value and great 

performance, then neither are we.”

For the Archer Towers I project, Skycore has 

engaged subcontractors that have consis-

tently demonstrated exceptional craftsman-

ship throughout New York. ECD-NY is near-

ing completion of the support of excavation 

and foundation concrete. Highbury Concrete, 

which specializes in high-rise buildings, will 

build the concrete superstructure. Walsh Glass 

& Metal will install the Wausau window wall. 

Aspro Plumbing, a local high-rise construction 

plumber, will complete the project’s plumbing 

Party Room

Terrace Lounge

ACA Contracting Inc. Inc is your M/WBE certifi ed 
commercial building envelope waterproofi ng specialist.

Women owned and operated since 2005, ACA 
Contracting has become a premier installer of below 
grade foundation waterproofi ng, roofi ng, caulking and 
coatings.  Our four decades of combined fi eld experience 
ensure each project is a success.

We are proud to have partnered with SkyCore Builders 
on 10 Commerce in New Rochelle, NY to achieve that 
success again.

We look forward to partnering with your company as well 
for all your waterproofi ng and roofi ng needs.

WATERPROOFING • CAULKING
ROOFING • COATINGS

Tel:  631.656.9759

333 Skidmore Road, 
Deer Park, NY 11729

info@acacontracting.net 

www.acacontracting.net
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 Planning
Strategy 
Results

ALL PHASES OF PLUMBING

127

Aspro Plumbing Inc., a Plumbers
Local 1 Union Shop, was founded
in 1994.

Being committed to excellence and
ensuring that each contract
awarded is completed on schedule
and with accuracy by an elite
group of Project Foreman and
support staff who pay close
attention to detail and the high
pressures associated with
construction trades, has allowed
Aspro Plumbing Inc., even during
tough economic climates, to remain
at the forefront of plumbing
construction.

127 – 08 Merrick Boulevard Jamaica, NY 11434 | www.asproplumbing.com | 718.977.3653

President
Vincent Aspromonte Jr. 

Vice - President
Nicholas Covino
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There’s no better feeling than 
beating a deadline.And that’s 
just what Core helps clients like 
Skycore do:

Find faster, more efficient ways 
upwards —  turning projects 
and teams into lean, mean, 
building machines.

THE BEST 
PART OF OUR 
SCAFFOLDING 
IS HOW FAST WE 
TAKE THEM DOWN

BOOSTING EFFICIENCY WITH CORE 
SCAFFOLD
From the start, Skycore’s partnership with 
safety leader Core Scaff old has been an ex-
ercise in effi  ciency. The strategic positioning 
of hoists will be the driving factor in Skycore 
achieving their set goals. Through innovative 
modeling and visualization tools, coupled 
with a thorough onsite walkthrough, Core 
has provided detailed clarity on the chal-
lenges faced —   and the safety solutions 
needed. Core has mapped out a clear plan of 
action, one that will help prevent stop gaps 
and costly delays. With bold vision, they have 
strategized equipment and tools to  help the 
Skycore team meet their projected goals 
in ways that are both cost eff ective and 
safe —   following through on their promise 
of ‘helping builders build.’ One might even 
say Core and Skycore share a ‘common core’: 
Effi  ciency.

All these projects have one thinG in coMMon,
[and] that’s Skycore’s dedication to striving for excellence.”
-Richard Santosky

Living Room

Kitchen
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There’s no better feeling than 
beating a deadline.And that’s 
just what Core helps clients like 
Skycore do:

Find faster, more efficient ways 
upwards —  turning projects 
and teams into lean, mean, 
building machines.
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PART OF OUR 
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IS HOW FAST WE 
TAKE THEM DOWN
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work. KSW Mechanical will perform the HVAC 

work, and Horsepower Electric will be the elec-

trician. Once Archer Towers is complete, the 

property will include fixtures from GFC Light-

ing Wholesalers.

The team at Skycore maintains high standards 

not just for their subcontractors, but for their 

own company. Santosky emphasizes the impor-

tance of builders and owners working in unison 

for the greater good of the project.

“We’ve established what we call an ‘aligned re-

lationship’ with the developer…BRP is depend-

ing upon us to deliver high-quality projects on 

time, for a price that satisfies the demands of 

the financial models,” Santosky says. “And then 

in return, we’re depending on them to provide 

us work for the foreseeable future. It’s a symbi-

otic relationship, and thus far, it’s been highly 

successful.”

Skycore looks forward to continuing to build 

mutually beneficial relationships with stake-

holders on additional projects. The construc-

tion company is already working on two more 

mixed-use developments in New Rochelle, 

New York: 10 Commerce and 500 Main Street. 

Also coming this fall are 90Ninety, a 614-unit 

development in Jamaica, Queens, and The 

Arboretum on Long Island, a 62-acre devel-

opment consisting of 292 units including 51 

Rofftop

Close Up View

Courtyard View
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the general contractor are aligned with both 

the subcontractors and developers as collab-

orative partners, we [are] able to be more open 

about problems. This candor and collaboration 

produce greater success. While we can never 

be perfect, we do have high expectations. We 

think that this mindset has made us better 

builders.” 

single-family homes, the balance being town-

homes and flats. The project will also include 

a 7-acre arboretum with walking trails for the 

community.  

“All these projects have one thing in common, 

[and] that’s Skycore’s dedication to striving 

for excellence,” Santosky says. “When we as 

Conference Room

800.877.7475
• Design • Installation

• Compaction • Shredders
• Chutes & Chute Doors

• Balers • Recycling Sorters
• Chute Cleaning & Repair
• Preventative Maintenance

• Wastetec-ANSI
• UL Listed

• Welding Service
• Cylinder Repair / Replacement
• 2019 NJMFG of the Year Finalist

• 2019 NJ Registry of Sustainable Companies
• 2017 NYC Gotham Green Award – Green Initiative

www.PCS-Green.com

24 HOUR SERVICE

NYC DCA# 2011389 • NJ DCA# 13VH06573600

NYCHA Approved Vendor

You Build It. 
We Protect It.

Engineer, Design & Install  |  Inspection
Maintenance & Emergency Service

www.360fppi.com
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